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Itisimportant to remember that ONLY
Aborigina peoplecandeterminewhois
Aborigina andwhoisnot.

Thedefinition and identification of
Aboriginality issometimesaparadox tothe
uninitiated and even sometimesfor Aborigina
people. That is, inmost casesthe confirmation
of Aboriginality isavery easy andsmple
process. However, someattemptsat
confirmation of Aboriginality aredifficult,
complex and may lead to very heated debates,
because, asinmainstream society, Aboriginal
peopleat times, may agreeto disagree about who
isan Aborigina person.

Theofficia formal criteriaused by the
Australian Government and most State
Governmentsdevel oped in consultationwith
Aborigina peoplesare set out inthefollowing
formula

An Aboriginal person must meet the
following three criteria:

1. Must be of Aboriginal Descent
2. Must identify as an Aboriginal

3. Must be accepted as an Aboriginal

by the community in which they live.

Thefollowing old fashioned, outdated terms
should never beused asthey areextremely
offensve. They are:

“half caste” *“quarter caste” “full
blood” “hedoesn’'tlook likeared
Aborigina” andsoon. Alsodonot use

acronymsto refer to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Idander people
eg.“ATSIS’; “TIS’ or“Abs’ etc. These
termsmust bewritteninfull and not
abbreviated asit showsrespect to
Aborigina and Torres Strait Idander
people. Alsoensurethat theword
Aborigina isawayscapitaised.

Aborigina peoplebothindividualy and
collectively asacommunity, definethemsalves
by their culture not the colour of their skin.
For your information and cultural awareness
rather than use, Aborigina peoplehave,
nationally, termsof reference by which they
broadly identify themselves, suchas:

Area Name
Queendand MurriessMurri’s
South Augtrdia Nunga's
New South Wales KooriesKoori's
Western Audtrdia Nyoongah's
Victoria KooriesKoori’'s
Northern Territory Yolngu (top end)
Anangu (centra)
Tasmania Koories’Koori’'s

Pleasedo not refer to Aboriginal peopleby
these namesunlessyour credibility hasbeenwell
established. Permission and/or acceptancefor
use of the namesby non-Aboriginal people must
be sought first from the rel evant person, group
or community.
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However, Aborigina people specificdly relateto
each other by tribal groupingsand/or family
namesor groupingse.g. “I’'maBatjda’ or“My
mother wasaRossand she'sDarambal from
Keppleldand” andsoon.

Thefollowing section of thisbooklet highlights
aspectsof arange of protocolsregarding
consultation and negotiation with Aboriginal
people. However, it needsto be emphasi sed that
every negotiation and consultationisunique.
Youwill find you may need to useadifferent
strategy for each process.

Thereisno blanket recipe, asAborigina society
istoodiverse. Thereareremote communities
such asDoomadgee or Mornington Island,

rural communitiessuch asInnisfail or Boulia,
provincia townsor citiessuchas Townsvilleor
Rockhampton and mgor citiessuch asBrisbane,
Sydney and so on.

You may dedl with onecommunity inacertain
styleand another community 100 kmsaway you
may dedl withinatotaly different way.
Accordingly, thisprotocol documentis
intended purely asan aid and guidein whatever
Pprocessyou use.

Itishighly recommended that agencies
incorporatethisdocument into their existing
cultural awarenesstraining modules.
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